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Careers in Business Studies 

Business Studies is one of the most international study subjects in the world, due to how broad the subject 

is. As a broad subject in the social sciences, business studies opens the study field to a focus of specialties 

such as accountancy, finance, organisation, human resources management and marketing. 

Aside from excellent maths skills, studying business also entails communication skills. You will gain credit 

by writing papers and giving presentations. Marketing 101 (knowing your audience) is part of the core 

contents of business studies. This becomes important when students develop products - it is important to 

know your audience and define target groups. 

Most bachelor and master programmes in business studies ask students to do an internship. This does not 

only provide you with a first impression of the labour market related to your studies, but also makes it 

possible to forge new relationships and widen your personal network of business contacts for the time 

after graduation. 

Courses in business studies cover a wide array of specialisations but start out broad and allow you to focus 

on a specific area later on. You can expect to look at areas like technology, marketing, economics, 

statistics, accounting and ethics. Degree programs also look at how and why organisations work, as well as 

the global business environment. You can expect to gain knowledge of the different areas of a business 

and how they function together as well as strategy and management skills. 

Most business courses also have a practical element, requiring you to complete a final year business 

project which will involve applying theoretical learning and research skills in real world business 

communities. Many universities foster contacts with businesses and run internship schemes allowing you 

to make contacts and gain valuable first-hand experience. 

 

Jobs directly related to Business Studies include: 

 Arbitrator 

 Business adviser 

 Business analyst 

 Business development manager 

 Chartered management accountant 

 Corporate investment banker 

 Data analyst 

 Data scientist 

 Forensic accountant 

 Insurance underwriter 

 Management consultant 

 Project manager 

 Risk manager 

 Stockbroker 
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Jobs where Business Studies would be really useful include: 

 Construction manager 

 Costs lawyer 

 Environmental engineer 

 External auditor 

 Human resources officer 

 Logistics and distribution manager 

 Marketing executive 

 Mortgage adviser 

 Retail manager 

Typical employers 

Industries as diverse as chemicals, utilities, fashion, health, grocery and construction all require functional 

managers with a clear understanding of systems, efficiency and operational issues. Opportunities exist in 

management and analysis roles with employers in the private, public and voluntary sectors. 

Graduate training schemes offered by large employers frequently focus on commercial roles. Many give 

experience in several departments but others encourage specialisation from the outset. 

Skills for your CV 

Studying for a business management degree allows you to develop a broad understanding of business 

organisations and provides you with subject-specific knowledge in areas such as markets, customers, 

finance, operations, communication, information technology and business policy and strategy. You'll gain a 

number of transferable skills on your course, including: 

 an understanding of organisational behaviour and structure 

 analytical and critical thinking 

 a creative approach to problem solving 

 decision-making 

 persuasive written and oral communication 

 numeracy and the ability to research, interpret and use business and financial data 

 self-reliance, initiative and the ability to manage time, projects and resources 

Studying Business Studies at university – topics you may cover: 

Business is certainly a broad and multidisciplinary field, and business topics vary depending on the 

institution and course focus. Common course options include: accounting, business administration, 

business analysis, business computing, business ethics, business statistics, commercial law, developing 

markets, economic principles, finance, human resources, international studies, management, marketing, 

operations management, research and technology.  

 


