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Careers in English 

English is the language of science, of aviation, computers, diplomacy, and tourism. Knowing English 

increases your chances of getting a good job in a multinational company within your home country or for 

finding work abroad. It’s also the language of international communication, the media and the internet, so 

learning English is important for socialising and entertainment as well as work! 

English may not be the most spoken language in the world, but it is the official language of 53 countries 

and spoken by around 400 million people across the globe. Being able to speak English is not just about 

being able to communicate with native English speakers, it is the most common second language in the 

world. If you want to speak to someone from another country, then the chances are that you will both be 

speaking English to do this. 

English is the dominant business language and it has become almost a necessity for people to speak English 

if they are to enter a global workforce. Research from all over the world shows that cross-border business 

communication is most often conducted in English and many international companies expect employees to 

be fluent in English. 

Many of the world’s top films, books and music are published and produced in English. Therefore, by 

learning English you will have access to a great wealth of entertainment and will be able to have a greater 

cultural understanding. 

Jobs directly related to English include: 

 Digital copywriter 

 Editorial assistant 

 English as a foreign language teacher 

 Lexicographer 

 Magazine journalist 

 Newspaper journalist 

 Private tutor 

 Publishing copy-editor/proofreader 

 Secondary school teacher 

 Web content manager 

 Writer 

 

Jobs where English would be really useful include: 

 Academic librarian 

 Advertising copywriter 

 Archivist 

 Arts administrator 

 Education consultant 

 Information officer 

 Learning mentor 

 Marketing executive 

 Media researcher 

 PPC specialist 
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 Primary school teacher 

 Public relations officer 

 Records manager 

 Social media manager 

Typical employers 

English graduates find opportunities with many different employers. Public and private sector 

organisations such as the National Health Service (NHS), educational institutions, local and national 

government, financial and legal firms, and voluntary and charitable organisations employ English graduates 

in a range of roles, including: 

 administration 

 arts management 

 events management 

 finance 

 general management 

 teaching 

 research. 

Other typical employers include: 

 advertising marketing and public relations agencies 

 media organisations 

 publishing companies. 

The retail, leisure and tourism sectors also typically recruit English graduates. 

Skills for your CV 

The major strength of all English graduates is the ability to communicate effectively, both orally and in 

writing. Studying an English degree also develops skills in: 

 independent working 

 time management and organisation 

 planning and researching written work 

 articulating knowledge and understanding of texts, concepts and theories 

 leading and participating in discussions 

 negotiation and teamworking to present ideas and information 

 effectively conveying arguments and opinions and thinking creatively 

 using your judgement to weigh up alternative perspectives 

 critical reasoning and analysis 

 using IT.  


