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Careers in Modern Foreign Languages 

It is amazing how far studying modern foreign languages can get you. Not only does it give you an 

opportunity to learn to write and speak the language(s) fluently, but it also offers the chance to explore a 

broad range of other mediums including literature, philology (the study of literary texts), film and 

translation. 

The diversity of modern foreign languages makes it an enriching and rewarding choice, especially in an 

increasingly global world where additional language skills are essential for businesses to thrive. 

Learning a language develops confidence, communication and interpersonal skills, which are all invaluable 

and transferable assets to the working world.  

Jobs directly related to Modern Foreign Languages include: 

 Academic researcher 

 Interpreter 

 Political risk analyst 

 Secondary school teacher 

 Translator 

Jobs where Modern Foreign Languages would be really useful include: 

 Broadcast journalist 

 Detective 

 Diplomatic service officer 

 Education consultant 

 English as a foreign language teacher 

 Patent examiner 

 Private tutor 

 Publishing rights manager 

 Sales executive 

 Tour manager 

Typical employers 

Some modern language graduates work on a self-employed basis as interpreters or translators. However, 
many others are employed by companies who trade or offer services internationally, or to non-English 
speaking customers and suppliers. 

Language graduates are therefore employed by a wide variety of employers and sectors, including: 

 business services 

 charity work 

 engineering 

 media 

 museums and libraries 

 public administration 

 teaching 

 tourism 

 transport and logistics. 
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Skills for your CV 

Studying a modern language degree will help you to become a good communicator (both orally and in 
writing), and will also give you the skills to: 

 effectively gather, assess and interpret information 
 lead and participate in discussions and groups 
 organise your workload to meet deadlines 
 develop opinions and propose ideas 
 read pages of text and pick out the essential points. 

Spending a year abroad during your degree helps you to develop cultural awareness, adapt to new and 
changing surroundings and to work both in a team and independently. 

In an increasingly global jobs market, these skills are highly valued by employers, whichever career you go 
into. 

 

Studying modern foreign languages at university – topics you may cover: 

 Academic skills  

 Applications of linguistics 

 Elements of linguistics - sound, structure and meaning 

 Narrative and cultural identity 

 Reading culture 

 History and politics 

 Managing research and learning 

 Conflicts, crisis and identities 

 Culture, power and resistance 

 Year Abroad Research Project (YARP) 

 Audio-visual translation 

 

Famous people who studied Modern Foreign Languages: 

 Paula Radcliffe – the long-distance runner has a degree in modern European studies from 

Loughborough University. 

 Julia Donaldson – studied drama and French at the University of Bristol before writing award-

winning children’s books such as The Gruffalo. 

 Huw Edwards – the presenter of BBC News at Ten studied French at Cardiff University. 

 Fiona Bruce – the newsreader and TV presenter read French and Italian at the University of Oxford. 

 

 


