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People who have qualifications in RE generally 
go on to work in some of the following careers: 
  
 the National Health Service (especially doctors 

and nurses); 

 national and local government; 

 schools, colleges and universities; 

 financial and legal firms; 

 charities; 

 social services and other caring professions; 

 PR, advertising, sales and marketing  

 companies; 

 libraries; 

 museums; 

 television companies 

 journalism; 

 investment and banking.  

  

 

Careers with RE 
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Careers in RE 

Studying theology and religious studies allows you to explore how religious beliefs and practices shape and 

influence the world we live in 

If you are interested in questions like, ‘why are we here?’, ‘can we say anything meaningful about God – 

and if so, what, and how?’, ‘to what extent are religions similar or different?’, ‘what is the importance of 

scriptures in different religions (or just in my religion) and how are they best interpreted?’, ‘what has the 

impact of the great religions been on the development of culture across the world?’, ‘what do religious 

teachers or traditions have to teach us about love, justice or hope?’, then you might well enjoy religious 

studies.  

An understanding of religious and spiritual perspectives in the contemporary world is so important, 

whatever your belief system. This is because faith is such a powerful cultural force that influences decision-

making in all manner of groups and individuals. So, an increased awareness of cultural sensitivities is an 

essential tool for understanding the motivations of others, and of ourselves. 

Humans are social beings, and we are drawn to positive influences. So, how we act in public, at work, on 

social media and with our friends and family can impact on wider society in small but remarkable ways. 

Whilst studying religious studies at university, you may notice that qualities such as empathy, respecting 

differences and recognising the motivations of others come more naturally to you, allowing you to connect 

with people on a much deeper level. 

 

Jobs directly related to RE include: 

 Chaplain 

 Higher education lecturer 

 Primary school teacher 

 Secondary school teacher 

 

Jobs where RE would be really useful include: 

 Advice worker 

 Archivist 

 Charity fundraiser 

 Counsellor 

 Civil Service administrator 

 Community development worker 

 International aid/development worker 

 Mediator 

 Newspaper journalist 

 Police officer 

 Youth worker 
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Typical employers 

As a theology and religious studies graduate, you could work in a variety of different roles in a range of 

employment sectors.  

 national and local government, including the Civil Service and government agencies, as well as non-

governmental organisations (NGOs) 

 schools, colleges and universities (for teaching and research positions) 

 charities, voluntary and not-for-profit organisations 

 social services and other caring professions 

 the church and other religious organisations 

 financial and legal firms 

 the National Health Service (NHS) 

 PR, advertising, sales and marketing companies 

 media companies. 

 

Skills for your CV 

Studying theology and religious studies gives you a thorough understanding of the major world religions, 

their historical development and their relationship with the world we live in. You'll gain insight into the 

theological, ethical, cultural, political and philosophical issues of religion. 

You also develop skills that are valued by employers in a range of sectors. These include: 

 research, analysis and presentation skills 

 critical thinking skills and the ability to interpret information, formulate questions and solve 

problems 

 organisational and time management skills 

 teamworking and communication skills 

 writing skills, including accurate referencing and the ability to construct a reasoned argument 

 IT skills 

 empathy and the ability to understand people and take on board others' views 

 the ability to work methodically and accurately 

 independence of mind and the ability to think for yourself. 

 

Further study of RE 

You may choose to increase your knowledge of religion/theology through a postgraduate qualification such 

as a Masters or PhD. Areas of research include theology, religion and culture, ethics and religious conflict. 

Or depending on the career you want, you may need to take a vocational postgraduate course in an area 

such as teaching, journalism, librarianship or law. 

Postgraduate courses are also available in subjects such as marketing, finance, human resource 

management or business/management, so think about which direction you’d like your career to take. 


